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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. Claims 11-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

The claim(s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional 
or operational language. The structure, which goes to make up the device, must 
be clearly and positively specified. The structure must be organized and 
correlated in such a manner as to present a complete operative device. The 
claim(s) must be in one sentence form only. Note the format of the claims in the 
patent(s) cited. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "said electronic units" in page 3 (it is 
unclear on which electronic units it is referring to - portable or fixed units), claim 
13 recites the limitation "said information of the direction of passage" in page 
4, claims 16 and 17 recites the limitation "said first and/or second low 
frequency electromagnetic signals" in page 5, claim 18 recites the limitations 
"said low frequency reception module, said high frequency transmission- 
reception module, said processing means" in pages 6 and 7. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claims. 

Claims 12, 14 and 15 recite "The system according to claim 1, 13 and 
14, further configured to pass, at least temporarily, from one mode to 
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another It is unclear in the claims wiiat element or entity is configured to 
pass. 

In claim 18, there is no method recited in claim 13. Claim 13 is a system. 
However, claim 18 can be paraphrased to recite "a method for practicing the 
system of claim 13 for detecting an individual or an object in a detection system, 
wherein each electronic unit further comprises:" 

Claims 19 and 20 recites "the detection system is configured to pass, 
at least temporarily, from one mode to another ..." Based on the recitation of 
the claims, it is unclear what element or entity or method in the detection system 
is configured to pass. 

Specification 

2. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent 
basis for the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1 .75(d)(1 ) and MPEP 
§608.01(0). Con'ection of the following is required: Claim 13 recites the 
limitation "wherein each electronic unit comprises detection means for 
determining the direction of passage of the said electronic unit through the said 
entrance..." It is unclear in the specification on what the detection means is 
composed of. 



Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must 
show every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the 
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"detection means" recited in claim 13, for determining tlie direction of passage 
of a portable electronic unit through an entrance, must be shown or the feature(s) 
canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. 
Any amended replacement-drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not 
be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate 
figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the 
remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the 
brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional 
replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining 
figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must 
be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the Examiner does not accept the changes, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained tliough the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not 
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 
148 USPQ459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for 
determining obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art, 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at 
issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 



6. Claims 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over USP 5,317,309 (Vercellotti et al) in view of USP 5,245,346 (Nishimura et al). 

With regards to claims 11 and 12, Vercellotti et al teach of a system for 
detecting individuals (3) or objects in a plurality of delimited spaces each having 
at least one entrance, the detection system comprising, for each of the said 
delimited spaces : 

low frequency transmission means associated with the delimited space 
and located at the said entrance to transmit at least one low frequency 
electromagnetic signal in a communication region substantially covering the said 
entrance {col. 3, lines 62+}; and 



Application/Control Number: 10/713,839 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2635 

high frequency transmission-reception means associated with the 
delimited space for receiving and transmitting at least one high frequency 
electromagnetic signal {col. 4, lines 49-64}, 

the detection system further comprising: 

cards or portable electronic units (4), each equipping an individual or 
object shown in figure 1A, each electronic unit comprising a low frequency 
reception module (1 8) for receiving the said low frequency electromagnetic signal 
and a high frequency transmission module (17) for transmitting and receiving the 
said high frequency electromagnetic signal; and 

at least one central processing unit (9) associated with the said delimited 
spaces and connected to the said low frequency transmission means as well as 
to the said high frequency transmission-reception means for recording data 
relative to the entrance and exit of the said portable electronic units, 

wherein the system is configured to operate according to at least two 
distinct modes of operation (i.e. wide area position beacon mode and identity 
access interrogation mode {col. 2, lines 18-22; col. 5, lines 46-48} in which said 
electronic units communicate with said high-frequency transmission-reception 
means, and wherein the said low frequency electromagnetic signal comprises 
selection information (i.e. use interrogation power) indicating which of the said at 
least two modes of operation should be utilised (I.e. identity access interrogation 
mode) by the said electronic units during their passage through an entrance of 
any one of the said plurality of delimited spaces {col. 5, lines 49+. 
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Although Vercellotti do not disclose expressly a high frequency reception 
module, these claim limitations would have been obvious in the system of 
Vercellotti. as evidenced by Nishimura et al. Nishimura et al. in the same field of 
endeavor, interrogator/transponder system, teach of a receiver for receiving 
commands In a high frequency band {Nishimura, col. 9, lines 5-7}. Vercellotti is 
concerned about activating items that are not moved for a long time and have 
gone stale {Vercellotti, col. 6, lines 3+}, and that activation of the beacon is 
controlled by a timer {Vercellotti, col. 6, lines 3-5}. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to have a high frequency reception module in the 
system of Vercellotti, as suggested by Nishimura, for receiving high frequency 
commands to wake up unmoved or stale transponders. 

Claim 13 recites the limitations of claim 11, further comprising a first and 
second low frequency electromagnetic signals transmitted by antennas 5 and 6 
shown in Figure 1 B. the two antennas are also directional antennas that provide 
the identity information and the angular position information to a position control 
{col. 3, lines 46-61}. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
7. Claims 14-20 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2"'* paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: 

The prior art made of record do not disclose a first and second low 
frequency transmitters including the recited limitations as claimed; each 
electronic unit comprises detection means, as claimed; and the system being 
configured to function according to a second mode of operation, as claimed 

Office Contact Information 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the Examiner should be directed to William Bangachon whose telephone number 
is (571)-272-3065. The Examiner can normally be reached on 4/4/10. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's supervisor, Michael Horabik can be reached on (571)-272-3068. The 
fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding Is 
assigned is 571-273-8300 for regular and After Final formal communications. 
The Examiner's fax number is (571)-273-3065 for informal communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
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system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703-305-4700. 



October 3, 2005 




WHHam L Bangachon 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2635 




